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Wireless communication

I0-Link Wireless becomes international IEC standard

International standardization is driving the worldwide use of the com-
munication solution, guaranteeing customers manufacturer-inde-
pendent compatibility of all components. As a member of the 10-Link
Consortium, Balluff was involved in its development.

International standardization successfully completed: the wireless commu-
nication system lIO-Link Wireless has been IEC certified. In November, the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) published the IEC 61139-
3:2023 standard entitled ,Industrial networks — Single-drop digital commu-
nication interface — Part 3: Wireless Extensions®. The task of the Geneva-
based standards organization is the international standardization of the
safety, efficiency, reliability, and interoperability of electrical, electronic,
and information technologies.

With its international standardization, the 10-Link Wireless technology fol-
lows 10-Link and its extension IO-Link Safety. The communication stand-
ard enables a fieldbus-neutral point-to-point connection as well as wireless
communication between sensor and automation system, which makes it
an essential building block for the factory of the future.

Recognized the importance of IO-Link technology early on

“For Balluff, the international standardization of 10-Link Wireless is an im-
portant step to drive the use of this relatively new technology worldwide,”
says Balluff Product Manager Ralf Kaptur. “We are elated that we were
able to contribute to its development.” The sensor and automation special-
ist recognized the importance of 10-Link technology at an early stage and
played an active role in shaping it. In 2006, Balluff was one of the founding
members of the 10-Link Consortium. Serving as the 10-Link community,
the close association of component manufacturers, automation compa-
nies, and end customers has been driving the continued development of
the communication solution along with its adaptation into an IEC standard.
The 10-Link variant 10-Link Wireless was introduced in 2018.

Innovating Automation

“The standardization including the test specification guarantees manufac-
turer-independent compatibility of all components. The IO-Link wireless
system by Balluff, which is used wherever conventional data transmission
is not possible or difficult, also complies with the international standard,”
says Kaptur. “With our existing products, we have been able to gain exten-
sive market experience since the launch in 2021. True to our claim of 'in-
novating automation’, we will continue to be a competent partner in the fu-
ture and guarantee our customers the necessary security and flexibility."
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Caption:

International standardization successfully completed: the wireless commu-
nication system |O-Link Wireless has been IEC certified. As a member of
the 10-Link Consortium, Balluff was involved in its development.

About the company Balluff

Founded in 1921 in Neuhausen a. d. F., Balluff with its 3900 employees
worldwide stands for innovative technology, quality and cross-industry ex-
perience in industrial automation. As a leading sensor and automation
specialist, the fourth-generation family-owned company offers a compre-
hensive portfolio of high-quality sensor, identification, network and soft-
ware solutions. In 2022, the Balluff Group recorded sales of around 567
million euros. In addition to its central headquarters in Neuhausen a. d. F.,
Balluff has sales, production and development locations around the globe
and is represented by 38 subsidiaries and other agencies in 61 countries.
This guarantees customers fast worldwide availability of products and a
high quality of advice and service directly on site.
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